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Partly cloudy: High 84, Low 48 


Harvey aid tests officials’ patience 


RECOVERY: Governor, senators rip $44B request 
as ‘wholly inadequate’ and far short of promise 


By Kevin Diaz 


WASHINGTON — The 
White House sent Con- 
gress a $44 billion disaster 
request Friday, falling far 
short of the aid officials in 
Texas, Florida and Puerto 
Rico have sought to recov- 
er from hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma and Maria. 

Though administration 
officials said they plan to 


provide additional relief 
in the coming months as 
full cost estimates come 
in, Gov. Greg Abbott and 
several Texas lawmakers 
expressed mounting frus- 
tration that their requests 
continue to be reduced or 
pushed back. 

Texas U.S. Sen. John 
Cornyn, the Senate’s No. 2 
Republican, called the 
funding package “wholly 


inadequate,” and vowed 
to work with lawmakers 
from other affected areas 
who feel shortchanged by 
the administration. 
“Frankly, after the out- 
pouring of sympathy and 
the expressions of con- 
cern that we’ve heard from 
the highest levels here in 
Washington, D.C., we have 
continually been told to 
Funding continues on A16 


By the numbers 
$44 billion 


Latest disaster fund- 
ing request for Texas, 
Florida and Puerto Rico. 


$50 billion 


Amount for storm relief 
Congress has approved 
so far after Harvey. 


$5 billion 

HUD block grants 
awarded Friday to Texas 
to help rebuild homes 
and businesses. 


SCHOOLS: Canceling STAAR 
risks losing $6B in federal funds 


By Jacob Carpenter 


Texas could lose “es- 
sentially all” federal fund- 
ing for public schools — 
about $6 billion in the last 
academic year — if state 
leaders cancel standard- 
ized tests in response to 
the disruption caused by 
Hurricane Harvey, Educa- 
tion Commissioner Mike 
Morath warned this week. 


Some parents and advo- 
cates have argued that the 
tests shouldn’t be admin- 
istered because students 
are more likely to perform 
poorly after missing class 
time and suffering trau- 
ma due to the hurricane 
and subsequent flooding. 
Classes were canceled 
across the Houston region 
after Harvey, with several 

STAAR continues on A16 


HPD 
veers on 
chase 
tactics 


Controversial 
maneuver meant 
to end high-speed 
deadly pursuits 


By St. John 
Barned-Smith 


In an effort to end dead- 
ly high-speed chases, the 
Houston Police Depart- 
ment will begin allowing 
officers to use a contro- 
versial driving maneuver 
that they hope will stop 
fleeing motorists before 
they threaten others on 
the road. 

Chief Art Acevedo an- 
nounced Friday that offi- 
cers would begin using the 
Precision Immobilization 
Technique, or PIT maneu- 
ver, which was developed 
decades ago in Germany as 
an anti-terrorist tactic. 

“Were doing this be- 
cause the safety of our of- 
ficers matters to us — the 
safety of our community 
really matters to us,” Ace- 
vedo said, “And then the 
safety of the suspects mat- 
ter as well.” 

Houston police have en- 
gaged in more than 4,000 
vehicle pursuits since 
2012, leading to injuries 
for more than 32 officers, 
about 1,000 innocent vic- 
tims and 6,000 fleeing sus- 
pects, he said. 

On average, five peo- 
ple died every year in 

PIT continues on A15 


Melissa Phillip / Houston Chronicle 
In the PIT maneuver, a 
pursuing car forces a 
fleeing car to abruptly 
turn sideways. 


NATION 


Trickle-down theory 


The GOP tax plan hinges on the 
idea that slashing corporate taxes 
will lead to higer wages and more 


employment. PAGE A10 


ubiquitous. 


t’s been two weeks since the Astros paraded back into 
town, hoisting the city’s first World Series trophy over 
their heads as orange-and-blue confetti poured 
down from the heavens. 
An estimated 1 million fans saw the trophy in the 
gold-plated flesh that day. And tens of thousands 
more caught a glimpse that Sunday, when 
World Series MVP George Springer brought 
it toa Texans game and Astros pitcher Dallas 
Keuchel showed it off at a Rockets game. For one 
shining weekend, the 2-foot-tall statuette was 


But since then it has made only select 
public appearances — thanks mostly to 
those who have friends, or friends of friends, 


Left: Michelle Brown, Kevin Davis and Sean Neef with the World Series trophy at Revival Market: 
Center: The trophy was at Kaitlyn and Stewart Skloss’ wedding. Right: The Astros’ George - 
Springer holds the trophy beside former President George H.W. Bush at a Texans game. 


Want to see the 
trophy? Well, 

it depends on 
whom you know 


By Maggie Gordon and Joy Sewing 


MVP player 
page inside 


Celebrate George 


Springer’s World Series 
MVP honors with a 
special player page inside. 
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INDIVIDUALIZED COMPASSIONATE CARE 


Do you or a loved one need a trustworthy skilled nursing facility? A 
Bi Holly Hall 


A Christian Retirement Community 


281-936-2878 
2000 Holly Hall Street 
Houston, Texas 77054 
www.hollyhall.org & 


m Reputable long-standing facility solely focused on each patient’s need to return back to the 
community safely and independently 

m Rehabilitation: Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy 

m Acceptance of Medicare Part A, Managed Care plans and Private Pay options 


m Therapists dedicated to creating a personalized treatment plan aligned around your lifestyle ce 


